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ANNOUNCEMENT. At intervals of approximately four 
weeks this letter will bring to our friends news 
of the Arthur Home, the children whom it is try- 
ing to serve, and the studies which are being 

| made in the interest of these visually-handicapped 
| youngsters and of those to come. 


AIMS. In this first issue of the News Letter a 
brief statement regarding our program may not be 
out of place. Behind all of our work lies the 
social philosophy that a visually-handicapped 
| person has a right to a normal childhood and man- 
hood. We feel that a blind or low-visioned child 
who has been given the proper training during 
_babyhood and preschool years stands a reasonable 
| chance of fitting happily into life among the 
i. seeing as he grows older. 


is But what is the proper training for this 
_ group of tiny children? The usual answer is, 
“train them just as you would seeing children.” 
‘However, when child after child does not respond 
_ to methods which parents have used with other 
¢hildren shall we blame the parents; shall we 
declare the child to be dorinitery Abihe-pindods 
or shall we admit our ignorance\tnd do what” We 
n to davelop such a child throug met REN 
‘Study of his eae needs? =: Dep 
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Obviously, we should do \evergthing we fan 
| give these handicapped children a fair aes 
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We have a residential training center where 
a limited number of visually-handicapped children | 
under school age may be studied in an environment 
which is as home-like as possible. Soon we hope © 
to have a field service through which we can train 
parents and children in their own homes, whenever 
that seems advisable. At present our field work 
is limited to a correspondence service through 7 
which we are trying to help parents who write to ll 
us from every section of the country. | 


RESHARCH., What are we investigating and why? At 
present our chief concern is to find ways and mean 
of stimulating the development of language in bling 
babies and preschool children. Because blind babig 
are not conscious of what lies beyond their reach 
they develop no interests strong enough to supply 
the inner urge to speak which every child needs, . 
Furthermore, blind babies lack the educational hel, 
which the seeing child finds in being able to 
imitate through visual observation the motor speec 
1abits of the older members of his family. For 
many months we have been trying to discover whethewm 
there are distinguishing characteristics in the 

language habits of blind preschool children, and 
this study will be continued for another few years. 
From this study we are finding avenues of approach 
to the problems which a blind child must face in 

learning to use language as efficiently as seeing 
children, ee 


With the development of language in 
blind bables, however, we have not yet made much 
pro SsSeiballitne por ste at this early age level the 
PPO jhem becomes‘one of play materials. If we can 
find kbs kK of, wuilding up in these babies interests 
which: Vals strong | .aniough to call for a wider explo- 
mation bf their surroundings, it seems likely that, 
‘part ef pip leagvage problem will be solved. 
tréce will still remain the further problem of 
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finding a substitute for the visual imitation of 
speech movements. | 


This problem of language development, 
as well as other studies which are under way in 
our research department, will be reported upon in 
subsequent issues of the News Letter. 


RESIDENTIAL TRAINING CENTER, In our residential 
training center we average fifteen children, 
Some of them come to us as private "pupils," others 
are sent by state or private organizations, Our 
fifteen children represent seven States and one 
foreign country. Soon two children will be coming 
to us from lowa and will add one more State to 
this list. Also, a second child is to come to us 
from the State of Kentucky within a few weeks. 
Since the work of the residential training center 
has many interesting aspects it will form the main 
subject of a later News letter. 


CORRESPONDENCH SERVICH, . Although it has been 
necessary to discontinue our field service tempo- 
rarily, every effort is made +o help parents 

throughout the country who feel the need of guid- 

ance in the training of their preschool blind 

| children. Because the parents who have had the 
initiative to get in touch with us are highly 
intelligent, they have already done everything they 
could think of to solve the problem with which 

» they have been faced , So far as can be judged the 

' home atmosphere is usually good except for one fact. 
“With few e exceptions the letters indicate the high 

" nervous tension which has developed in the parents 
"because of their child’s blindness, This very 

- tension is in itself partly responsible for the 

| inability of the parents to meet the special 

P problems arising in the care of the child. This 

correspondence service will be mentioned now and 

_egain in the News Letter. 
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Last month the main divisions of our program were 
outlined--research work, to give us a better 
understanding of visually-handicapped babies and 
preschool children; a residential training center, 
for the study and care of a few children and for 
the training of parents and social workers; and a 
correspondence service for parents who have 
visually-handicapped children at home. This issue 
describes in more detail the residential training 
center. 


RESIDENTIAL TRAINING CENTER (The Home). Our 
present policy regarding admissions is that only 
those children shall be taken who cannot be 
trained adequately in their own homes and who are 
Six years of age or younger. Our youngest ad- 
mission was eight and a half months old. For some 
of the children fees are paid by the parents, for 
others by states, counties, or private organiza- 
tions, and for others the Home bears the full 
expense. 


Hach child is looked upon es an individual 
whose personal development is of prime importance. 
In general, the children are divided between the 
nursery and the nursery school, but often a child 
is with the older group part of the time long be- 
fore he has been fully graduated from the nursery. 





Since most of the children come to us after they 
have proved too much of a problem for those having 
them in charge, we are confronted with the task 

of trying to develop in two-, thres-, and even 
four-year-old youngsters the skills and habits 
which their seeing brothers established at the 

age of twelve or eighteen months. A three-year- 
Old boy who seems to be not feebleminded, yet 

who has never walked or talked, who is complete- 
ly untoilet-trained, and who has refused to eat 
except from a bottle, needs the individual atten—-=~— 
tion of someone having great patience, considerable 
ingenuity and. genuine interest in her work. Such 
a child becomes an overwhelming problem to the 
mother who must care for other small children as 
well, and do her own work. He is a puzzle to us, 
too, but through doing our best to train him, and 
through studying him scientifically, we hope to 
gain information which will help other parents 
avoid the mistakes which make such behavior 
possible in a child. 


Because of the fact that so many of the 
children are like this little boy we need a large 
staff in proportion to the number of children and 
each employes must have better than average abili- 
ty. Not only must the children be given individu- 
al care and training all day long, but they must 
be guarded at night; and every member of the staff 
must have some relief from duty. The Home is open 
twenty-four hours a day, 365 day of the year. 


To the Home come parents and social workers 
to learn through observation and through such in- 
formal training as we can give. Some day we hope 
to extend this activity. : | 


Throughout the work of the Residential 
Training Center is ‘woven the thread of research. 


Most of tho staff members are cooperating with 
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the research department by keeping records of 
development, and by experimenting with the value 
of different training methods. 


As you read future News Letters you will 
feel better acquainted with the children and with 
individual staff members. 


MISCELLANEOUS NEWS. Recently, an overhead Alpine 
Lamp was installed under which from three to six 
children can be given sun baths at once. This 
lamp, which will contribute greatly to the health 
of the children, would have been an unattainable 
luxury if it had not been for the cooperation of 
Dr. W. P. Lyon of Summit, and for the generosity 
of the Hanovia Chemical and Manufacturing Company. 


Two little Iowans arrived the evening of 
April fourteenth, One of the boys is fourteen 
months old, the other twenty-six months old, and 
both give some developmental promise. 


One little girl, almost three, has return- 
ed from the hospital whore her tonsils and an eye 
were removed. Soon this pretty little girl will 
begin to wear artificial eyes and she will look 
as though she had two perfectly good eyes of her 
own. 

At the present time a little boy of the 
same age is recovering from a slight operation 
performed in the hope of giving hima little 
‘sight. It is too soon to tell whether any vision 
will actually develop. 


The following is quoted from March of 
Education, the News Letter of the Federal Office 
of Education, It relates to a Bill pertaining to 
the education of physically handicapped children 
(S.1634, Mr. Pepper). 

"Would authorize the appropriation of 
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$11,580,000. annually for use in making payments 
to States for the education of physically handi- 
capped children. Would provide $500,000. of afore- | 
mentioned amount for use by the U. §. Offices of 
Education for the general administration of the 
Act and for making studies and investigations 
pursuant to its provisions. (Referred to Com- 
mittes on Hducation and Labor.)" 


Before any state could profit to the 
maximum under this Bill, it would need to pass 
matching legislation which would be approved by ~——-— 
the Federal Office of Education and which would 
guarantee that the state would do its part. 


Publication, 


Maxfield, Kathryn EH. A Ten-Year Review of 
American Investigations Pertaining to Blind 
Children, Distributed by Arthur Sunshine 
Home. Free 
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CORRESPONDENCE SERVICH. In the Residential Train- 
ing Center there are seventeen babies, toddlers, 
and preschool children all of whom need special 
training and study. Judging by the lettsrs which 
come to us from all over the country, there must 
be many parents struggling with the training of 

similar children in their own homes--parents from 
all walks of life who are well able to guide chil- 
dren concerning whom they have had no intense 
emotional shock. 


Recently we have had correspondence from 
thirteen states with regard to children, exclusive 
of those relating to the youngsters who have been 
transferred from the Correspondence Service to the 
Home. These correspondents have learned of us 
through the National Society for the Prevention of 
Blindness, the American Foundation for the Blind, 
State Schools and Commissions for the Blind, 
private organizations, or individuals who happen 
to know of our work. 


With our present resources we cannot manage 
widespread publicity, nor could we manage the in- 
creased load which would probably fall to our lot 
if we were better known by the lay public. Yet, 
there seems to be a real need for a wider service. 


Most of the children who are brought to our 
attention through the Correspondence Service are 
visually-handicapped from causes about which science 
knows very little as yet. Often there are indi- 
cations of some abnormal prenatal development of 
the eye mechanism, such as an absence of eyes, 
improperly developed optic nerve, or malformation 
of the eye ball. These cases are rare in the 
population at large. Consequently, neurologists, 
ophthalmologists, and pediatricians hardly know 
how to advise the parents regarding their child’s 
training. 


So far as is known there has never been a 
study of the developmental possibilities of babies 
who have prenatal eye defects which may involve 
central brain injuries. The frequent assumption 
is that a child blind from such a cause must be . 
feebleminded because of the important areas of the 
brain which are probably affected. However, even 
specialists disagree on this. Such differences of 
opinion do not help the parents in knowing how to 
handle the situation, Yet they are bound to occur . 
until more is known about children having these a7 
defects. 


There are many neurological and psychological 
problems involved in this question. We are doing 
what we can toward the training of two or three 
such children at a time, but a more extensive longi- 
tudinal investigation would be highly desirable. 


PAMPHLETS FOR PARENTS, An immediate need is for a 

seriss of pamphlets answering those questions which © 
are asked of us most frequently in our Correspondence 
Service and which we ask ourselves about the children 
who are in residence. During the next few months we 

hope to supply this need, Probably the first pamphlet 
to appear will be written for the type of parent whom 
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we encounter through our Correspondence Service, 
that is, those who are college trained or who have 
similar backgrounds. Later, these pamphlets will 
be simplified for the use of parents who do not 
know English or whose education has been limited. 


THE FAMILY. So that we may call individual children 
by name yet give no clus to their actual identity, 
we are using pseudonyms; each child will have the 
same pseudonym throughout his stay here. 


Chappie, the little boy who was in the New 
York Hye and Ear Hospital at the time the last News 
Letter was written, has now returned to us. It had 
been hoped that an operation would give him more 
vision. Although it seems likely that he will never 
have more than the very small remnant of light per- 
ception which he had before the operation, it is too 
soon to form a definite judgment. 


One little boy, Ray, now four and a half, 
came to us at the age of one year and a half a really 
blind child. Since his particular type of blindness 
igs one which can be helped by a carefully planned 
diet, Ray has gained a great deal of vision. In fact, 
although he will never see perfectly, Dr. Cregar, the 
Ophthalmologist, feels that by the time he is in the 
third or fourth grade he will be able to do regular 
school work with the help of glasses. In addition 
to his visual defect, Ray has an organic speech 
handicap which he is fighting valiantly. He is 
being given training and possibly within a year or 
two he will be able to speak clearly enough to en- 
ter the public schools. 


In the Nursery we have three little boys 
who are all the same age within three weeks; their 
approximate age being fifteen months. Their names 
are Dannie, Buddy, and Jackie. These three little 
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boys are all mentally alert and seem to be quite 
normal, It is going to be interesting to watch 
their comparative development for they have quite 
distinct personalities and have different "growing — 
up" problems. 


MISCELLANEOUS. On Tuesday, May llth, nearly two 
hundred people came to the Arthur Home for a 
benefit dessert bridge which was given in our 
interest by the Board members of the New Jersey 
Division of the International Sunshine Society. 
It was very successful not only in financial 
returns but in the enthusiasm it has aroused 

in women throughout the state. 


Among the interesting visitors during the 
past month was Miss Alice Carpenter of the School 
for the Blind in Canton, China. 


The April 30th issue of Jersey Life carried 
an article by Mrs. Ruth Breder on the activities 
of the Arthur Home, Accompanying this article were 
four pictures by Wendell MacRae showing one of our 
children with a slightly older seeing child. 


PUBLICATION. 


Drake, Helena M. The Importance of 
Developing Manual Skills in the Young 
Blind Child, Reprint from The Training 
school Bulletin, April, 1937. Free. 
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MICHIGAN SUMMER SESSION FOR PRESCHOOL BLIND 
CHILDREN AND THEIR PARENTS. The work which the 
Arthur Home has been doing for the last few years 
is beginning to show results throughout the 
country in an increased appreciation of the train- 
ing needs of preschool blind children. This 
summer the Michigan School for the Blind, in a 
four weeks session, is training a few such chil- 
dran and their mothers at the School. Mrs. May 
Hammond, head of the kindergarten department, 
spent nine days with us in preparation for this 
Session which is to be conducted by her, the 
social worker, and the nurse. 


ANNUAL MEETING. Although the fiscal year of 

the Home ends on April 30, the annual meeting is 
not held until the second Thursday in June. This 
year it came on the tenth and was attended by 
approximately sixty people. Thanks to small 
donations received at this time we have been able 
to buy much-needed play equipment for the chil- 
dren, 


VISITORS. Since the first of May we have had 
more than 500 visitors. Of this number approxi- 
mately 250 came for the annual meeting and for 
the bridge party mentioned in the last Letter, 
Among the remaining 80 visitors were Mr. W. McC. 


- 


Eagar, Secretary General'of the National Insti- 
tute for the Blind, England, and Mrs. Mary Knap 
Burtt, head of the Sun Laaep School for the Blind, 
South China. Others were Mr. Gregory F. Engelhard, 
of the California School for the Blind, Mrs. 

Jeanne Chapman, head of the Washington School, 

and Mrs. M. Genevieve Coville, Principal of the 
Blind Department of the Virginia School for the 

Deaf and Blind. We had a visit also from Mrs, 

Louis Burlingham of St. Louis, second vice- . 
president of the National Girl Scouts and from 

Miss Bertha Tomlinson, a staff member. From 
California came Dr. Madge Schlotthauer, a 

physician who has known our little Bernice from 

the day she was born. 


THE FAMILY. We are receiving more requests for 
admissions than we can meet. Some children have 
been refused because they seemed to us primarily 
feeble-minded, a few because of their physical 
condition. There are other children, however, 
for whom we wish something could be done. 
Hither, we should be able to take them in or we 
should have a field worker who can help the 
parents in training them at home. 


For sometime we have had a little crippled 
boy with us whose sight has improved so much 
that he is now primarily an orthopedic problem. 
Consequently, the State of New Jersey has placed — 
him where he can receive orthopedic attention 
until he is transferred to a state institution. 
His bed in the nursery has been taken by @ ten 
months old baby from this state. 


Last October there came to us a little 
boy whose family had been so overwhelmed by his~ 
visual defect that they were not able to use 
with him the good judgment they had shown with 
their other children. Because of their over- 
devotion to him he had reached the age of four 
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and a half without being able to stand or to 
walk, without being toilet trained, and without 
being able to feed himself. He could talk just 
a little. Robbie’s one accomplishment was his 
ability to yell loudly and distractingly. 

During the last eight months he has become 

toilet trained, has learned to feed himself very 
well, and has at last summoned the courage to 
walk alone over rough ground. This last is a 
real achievement because Robbie is visually- 
handicapped from being too far-sighted. Probably 
he can not see the ground at his feet, yet he can 
see many things at a greater distance. To him 
the intervening space must seem like a fearsome 
chasm. Now that he has at last learned to walk 
independently he is to be fitted with glasses 
which, it is hoped, will help his near vision. 


| Our little trio, Dannie, Jackie, and 
Buddy are developing rapidly, each showing 
progress in a different way. 


RESEARCH. Recently, the research department 

has given most of its time to that unavoidable 
phase of all research work, the organization 

of data. The statistical work on our language 
investigation alone will take at least two 

months. While the data for the last year is 
being worked over, further records are being. 
taken on the same children, for this is a long- 
term study. That is, we are watching the 

language development of a few children from as 
early an age as possible.until.they are ready 

for school. In this way we hope to have a much 
better understanding of the vocabulary limitations 
forced upon children by blindness, of the manner 
in which emotional tensions are revealed in 
language, and of special characteristics such 

as too much or too little questioning, too 
frequent references to adults, or the use of words 
without knowledge of their meanings. 
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This summer a study will be made of our 
material on the sociel maturity of preschool 
‘visually-handicapped children. We shall continue 
to take records at definite intervals in this 
study also. 


Much time has been given to checking and 
completing the work on an investigation of 
vocabulary needs of blind children upon school 
entrance, This promises to be ready for publica- 
tion before the end of the summer. 


Data has been accumuleting on the Baby 
Charts davised by Miss Elizabeth McKay a year and 
a half ago and used consistently in the nursery. 
The statistical work on these will not be elabo- 
rate but the results of the study should be most 
worthwhile, 


MISCELLANEOUS, At the Dayton, Ohio meeting of 

the International Sunshine Society in May, Mrs. 
Schilling officially represented the Home. Other 
attending board members were Mrs. Millspaugh, Mrs. 
Marshall, and Mrs. Force. 


On june 23rd the Summit Lions, at a luncheon 
at the Home, voted to pay for Robbie’s glasses. 
This is typical of their generosity toward our chil- 
dren. 


President iit ier, te Mrs. Sophia M. Schilling 
Treasurer - -- +--+ ---+- 6 Pearce Rogers 
Legal and Financial 

Adviser - - - -Hon. Fred G. Stickel, Jr, 
Director — — - = Kathryn EH. Maxfield, Ph. D. 
Medical Director - - - Conrad Berens, M. D. 
Research Consultant - R.S. Woodworth, Ph. D, 
Administrative Secretary —- —- —- — Janet Ivins 
Residential Supervisor - V. L. Pogue, R. N. 
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EDUCATING THE PUBLIC. For some time we have 
wanted to acquaint the northern New Jersey 
doctors, nurses, and social workers with our 
activities. In the late spring we took the 
ir first step toward this educational work by 
relieving Miss Pogue of her active duty in the 
Home so that she would have the time to visit 
individuals and organizations whose activities 
might put them in touch with visually-handicap- 
ped children. Wherever she went great interest 
Was shown in what she had to say. A few parents 
have already been referred to us by doctors who 
learned of our work through Miss Pogue’s visit. 
A folder, The Problem of the Blind Preschool 
Child, has been prepared for this educational 
_ service, 
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Because we have not decided as yet what 
_ we. should call her, we have made no change in 

Miss Pogue’s title although most of her former 
duties have been assumed by Miss Bessie Smith, 
Head Nurse and Dietitian. 


VISIT FROM MISS INIS HALL. Recently, we were. 
fortunate in having a visit from Miss Inis Hall, 
head of the deaf-blind department at Perkins 
Institution for the Blind. Miss Hall is a 
recognized leader in the field of special methods 


for the deaf-blind, At our request she examined 
a number of our children and gave suggestions 
regarding the possibility of encouraging their 
speech by use of vibration. It was found that 

a few of the youngsters have "clouded" hearing. 
This would mean that they did not hear words 
clearly and consequently missed the meaning of 
sentences, Since they cannot substitute lip- 
reading for their inaccurate hearing the result 
is retarded speech development. 


Miss Hall shared with us the feeling that 
our little Bernice is sufficiently deaf to be 
called a deaf-blind child, although it is hard 
+0 tell just how much residual hearing she has, 
Since we have been following Miss Hall’s sug- 
gestion on the use of vibration in working with 
Bernice she seems to be responding better. 


FAMILY. This month we have something especially 
nice to tell about one of our children. Gwen is 
a dear little girl of four in whom a very superior 
family has been interested for over a year. Two 
weeks ago they established legal guardianship 

for her and have taken her into their home to 
bring up as if she were their own little daughter. 
Shortly before Gwen left us for her new home she, 
together with Jackie and Judy, went to the New 
York Hye and Har Infirmary for eye operations. 
Although it is not possible to give any of these 
children sight, their physical condition will be 
better because of these operations. 


Marcia, a little four-year-old, has been 
suffering a great deal from some cause which we 
could not discover, About three weeks ago she 
began having muscular contractions which in- 
volved her whole body during the course of long 
crying spells. The indications seem to be that 
a brain tumor might be developing. She is now 
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in a hospital in her own state, under observa- 
tion. Whatever the cause of Marcia’s suffering 
we hope that it can be located and corrected. 


The little baby mentioned in the last 
issue was with us for only a few weeks since he 
proved to be more of @ medical problem than we 
could manage. Just what child we shall admit 
next has not yet been decided. 


| Until the end of August we have with us 
@ little girl whom we shall call Lucille, and 
whom we have taken at the request of the Nursery 
School at the New York Lighthouse for the Blind. 
Three-year-old Lucille has been sick most of 
her short life. However she learned a great 
deal during the few months she was able to 
attend the Lighthouse Nursery School, and we 
hope she will continue to make progress here. 


Robbie, whose glasses were mentioned 
_ last month, has been greatly helped by this 
gift of the Lions Club of Summit; in fact his 
whole personality seems to have improved. 


CORRESPONDENCE SERVICE. Recent newspaper 
articles have told about a delicate operation 
which was performed in the brain of three- 
year-old Carol Lynn Rowe of Iowa in the hope 
of giving her some vision. Since this very 
bright little girl has been in our Correspondence 
Service for sometime, we are particularly 
interested in this effort to give her sight. 
Her mother writes that even though no sight 
returns, the operation has already done some- 
thing for Carol Lynn in that it has reduced 
her nervous tension. 


MISCELLANEOUS. This year the biennial meeting 
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of the American Association of Workers for the 
Blind was held in Toronto June 25th to July 
2nd. The Home was represented by Miss Pogue 
and Dr. Maxfield. Miss Pogue has been appoint- 
ed secretary for two years of the Educational 
Division, Section II, which is the group for 
teachers in residential and public school olass- 
es for the blind. At the section meeting of 
organization executives, Dr. Maxfield gave a 
paper on Mental Hygiene and Its Application to 
the Blind. 


Because of the interest shown in it, a 
reprint has been made of an article written by 
Barbara Mitchell (Mrs. Uniker), "The Arthur 
Sunshine Home and Nursery School for the Blind, 
Nursery School Department", which appeared in 
The Teachers Forum, November, 1935. This reprint 
is free. 


On July 1st Miss Lydia Y. Hayes gave up 
her position as Executive Secretary of the New 
Jersey Commission for the Blind; from now on 
she will devote her time to special projects 
in which the Commission has been interested. 
Her place as head of the Commission has been 
assumed by Mr. George F. Meyer, Trustee of 
the American Foundation for the Blind, and 
former Supervisor of Braille and Sight-Saving 
Classes in Minneapolis. 
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THE FAMILY, Last month’s Letter told of four- 
year-old Marcia’s visit to a hospital in her 

own State where she was to be given an 
encephalogram because her behavior indicated a 
possibility of brain tumor. Since the examina- 
tion proved to be negative, there is probably no 
physical reason for her violent temper tantrums 
and crying spells. Consequently, we shall try 

f for a few more months to see if we can solve 
her personality problem. 


Usually negativism and temper tantrums 
occur in the course of every small child’s 
development, whether he sees or not. However, 
with blind children both of these behavior 
problems are frequent phenomena. Instead of 
representing & passing phase of behavior, as 
they should, they are likely to occur over long 
periods of time, even years. This is due part- 
ly to the faulty training which is given many 
blind children during their first year or two} 
but it is due also to the tensions resulting 
from the inhibitions on activities which are 
unavoidable where blind children are concerned. 
Rarely does one find a blind baby or preschool 
child who is as active as a seeing child of 
his age. And rarely do seeing children live 
under the same constant nervous tension as 
blind children. Herein lies one of our major 








problems. 


Four and a half-year-old Cameron is a 
case in point. In his own home Cameron and 
his wishes had completely dominated the family. 
The result is that Cameron had remained at the 
emotional level of about one year although he 
was almost four years old when he came to us. 
He talked quite a bit but his language was 
likely to be unintelligible because he had 
not had the necessary experiences to give mean- 
ing to the words he used. Apparently Cameron 
had been able to maintain his rule over the 
family by being extremely negativistic and by 
crying noisily and pathetically when he could 
not have his way. 


Cameron hes been with us for eight months 
but we have not yet been able to find interests 
which will make him forget to be negativistic. 
Neither have we been able to eliminate the 
nervous tension which he demonstrates by shak- 
ing his hands in front of his face, although 
this mannerism is observed much less frequent- 
ly than at first. Recently, we have assigned 
One person to have special charge of Cameron 
for the better part of the day, This does not 
mean that she works with him alone or that he 
knows that he is being "specialed". 1+ does 
mean that this téacher, Miss Leontine Belmont, | 
will come on duty at 7300 o’clock in order to | 
see that Cameron starts his day with a con- : 
structive, positive attitude toward life 
rather than with a negative one. It means 
also that Miss Belmont will try to manage his 
program throughout the day so as to give as 
few opportunities for negativism as possible. 
Then, too, she will try to find for him 
activities which will have special appeal. 


VISITORS. We were fortunate in having a brief 
visit from Dr. Sara Stinchfield Hawk of 
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Hollywood, California, who is well known for her 
use of the moto-kinesthetic method of teaching 
speech to children who have been abnormally 
retarded in language development. Dr. Stinchfield 
examined some of our children and gave ample 
suggestions on their speech problems. 


Other visitors have been Mr. Jarvis C, 
Worden, Supervisor of Work for the Blind in 
Rhode Island; Miss Edna M, Kugler, Advisor in 
Special Education, Pennsylvania State Depart- 
ment of Public Instruction; and Miss Hisenberg 
and Miss Hamrick of the Virginia School for 
the Deaf and Blind. We have also been visit- 
ed by Miss Marjorie A. Dimmitt of California 
and Mrs. Florence Salzer of Lucknow, India. 
One day we had a visit from two doctors from 
Bellevue Hospital who are preparing to 
specialize in ophthalmology, and two social 
workers also interested in eye problems. 


CAUSES OF BLINDNESS IN BABIES. Recently, the 
question was asked, "Can’t something be done 
to prevent all blindness in babies?" At 
present not enough is known about many of the 
causes of blindness in newborn children to 
make this avoidance possible. Even in some 
cases where the cause can be surmised no remedy 
can be suggested. For instance, the use of 
instruments at the birth of a child may result 
in blindness when it has been necessary to 
sacrifice the welfare of the child for that 

of the mother. Sometimes, also, the only ap- 
parent cause for a baby’s blindness lies in 
the fact that the father and mother are cousins. 
Occasionally, children are born without eyes 
or with ocular defects for which no cause can 
be found. Sometimes an hereditary eye defect 
appears in one or two members of each genera- 
tion, and in other cases the defect may appear 
in all the members of one family yet skip the 
next generation. 


Some cases of blindness in babies are 
caused by congenital syphilis but often these 
cases cannot be accurately diagnosed until the 
children are older. 


Thirty years ago approximately a third of 
all the children in the schools for the blind 
throughout the country were there because they 
had “baby's sore eyes" (ophthalmia neonatorum). 
Today, thanks to the campaign which has been 
waged against this needless cause of blindness, 
the percentage of children in schools for the 
blind who have lost their sight from this cause 
is approximately 12%. A certain amount of 
ophthalmia neonatorum is caused by gonorrheal 
infection at birth but it may be, and often is, 
caused by grippe germs, influenza, pneumonia, 
or similer diseases. 


It is not safe to assume that a child has 
lost his sight through venereal disease just 
because he has been blind from birth. The 
chances are strong that that assumption would 
be wrong. However, because of the fact that 
blindness from the venereal diseases and from 
all causes of ophthalmia neonatorum are among 
the preventable causes of blindness in babies, 
these are the causes about which one hears 
the most. 
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DEVELOPING PROFESSIONAL CONTACTS IN NEW JERSEY. 
The last News Letter announced the educational 
program which has been initiated for the dual 
purpose of telling professional workers in New 
Jersey about tho work of the Arthur Home itself, 
and of calling to their attention the importance 
of advancing the welfare of a11 visually- 
handicapped preschool children. 


Of the 79 calls made by Miss Pogue before 
September 10th, 32 were on hospital adminis- 
trative and social service departments, Also, 
she had been to Day Nurseries, Visiting Nurse 
Associations, Council of Social Agencies, and 
Public Welfare Departments. One day she spoke 
before a group of student nurses. 


In a recent report Miss Pogue said: "In 
observing the people I talk with I can see that 
a certain few remarks score every time, They 
ares: the fact that we are the first in the field 
of research on blind children under five years 
of age; the fact that our work is not entirely 
local, but that any child in the nation can 
receive what we have to offer; and the free 
service by correspondence offered by Dr. Maxfield. 
They aiso note with evident approval our close 
cooperation with the State Commission for the 


Blind in Newark, as well as with the American 
Foundation for the Blind, the National Society 
for the Prevention of Blindness, and every 
other organization doing advanced work in this 
field. 





"As I leave our little folder and say 
good-bye 1 can almost hear them thinking, 'WE 
‘may be very glad to have this service some time. 
We will keep this folder in our files.' Al- 
most without exception the keenest interest 
has been shown and I usually feel at the end 
of a call that personal contact, in our case, 
is by far the safest method of publicizing the 
general program of the Home." 


THE FAMILY. Sance July &th we have had with 
us little Lucille who is now three and a half. 
She arrived with fixed ideas about eating 
which made her refuse almost everything except 
corn flakes and a few vegetables. Her sleep- 
ing habits were contrary to any normal time 
schedule. Lucille would cry at the top of 

her lungs until four o’clock in the morning 
and would refuse to sleep during rest hour; 
yet during the remainder of the day she droop- 
ed in a daze of drowsiness. 


Now, however, she is sleeping almost as 
well as the other children, and her food 
problems seem to have been solved. Consequent- 
ly, she is more interested in day time activities 
and 1s making progress in play. In language 
development she seems to be just on the verge 
of really talking. . Lucille now feeds herself, 
although occasionally she needs encouragement 
in finding her food. 


In the last Letter something was said 
about the negativism and temper tantrums likely 
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to be found in children who have a severe 
visual handicap. The case of four-year-old 
Cameron was given as an illustration. At 
that time one of our staff members, Miss 
Belmont, began work with him as an individual 
problem, with the help of Miss Reynolds who 
has charge of him in the dormitory. This 
special planning for him has begun to show 
results. 


Improvement such as has been shown by 
Lucille and Cameron is the result of infinite 
patience and a high degree of ingenuity on the 
part of well trained staff members. Such 
improvement can be gained only by giving the 
children an amount of individual attention 
which should not be necessary with seeing chil- 
dren who have had the opportunity to develop 
naturally from the first. 


Little Buddy, now in his twentieth month, 
has learned how to walk independently and is 
investigating everything quite fearlessly. 

His slight degree of vision has been a help 

in giving him confidence to wander around by 
himself. Even so, if he had had better sight 
probably he would have been walking alone much 
sooner. 


Dannie, also twenty months old, has taken 
a few steps by himself but has not achieved 
real independence as yet. Jackie, Buddy and 
Dannie have learned to feed themselves quite 
nicely although they still need individual 
attention. 

On September 14th, six-year-old Joan left 
us to enter the Pennsylvania Institution for 
the Instruction of the Blind in Philadelphia. 
Just how much progress Joan will be able to 


3 


make we are not sure, but the school is will- 
ing to give her every opportunity for develop- 
ment. 


MISCELLANEOUS. Twice, lately, we have been 
visited by Dean Margaret Howell of the Inter- 
national College at Hl Cristo, Cuba, 4 
distinguished friend of our Vice- heaps cst 
Mrs. Jessup. 


At the request of the Connecticut Board 
of Education of the Blind, Miss Gertrude DeLeo 
has been admitted as student-in-training for 
a semester. Miss Deleo has just graduated from 
the Connecticut School and is especially in- 
terested in the care of the preschool blind 
child. 


Before the next News Letter has been dis- 
tributed it is hoped that the 1936-37 Annual 
Report will be ready for distribution. Unavoid- 
able circumstances have made it impossible to 
publish this report sooner, although cur fiscal 
year ends April 80th. In reading the reports 
it is necessary to remember that they are for 
the year May 1, 1936 to April.30, 1937. 
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ANNUAL REPORT FROM MAY 1, 1936 TO MAY 1, 1937. 
Before the next News Letter comes to you we shall 
have ready for distribution our Annual Report for 
the year May 1, 1936 to May 1, 1937. Any reader 
of this Letter may obtain additional copies of 
the report by writing to the Administrative Sec- 
retary, Miss Janet Ivins. 


EDUCATION THROUGH PICTURES. For some time the 
Arthur Home has had available a few reels of mov- 
ing pictures showing the activities of the chil- 
dren. One of these is a four hundred foot fiim, 
properly titled and organized. The others are 
shorter reels which have not yet been edited nor 
titled. 


During the next few months it is our hope to 
prepare a series of films, some four hundred feot 
in length and others shorter than this. Many of 
these pictures will be in color. The one completed 
film has been prepared from the point of view of 
showing the lay public that blind and low-visioned 
children can be just as active and can do almost 
as many things as seeing children if they have 
been properly guided. We need one or two more 
films like this. In addition to these, however, 
we are planning a few which will be designed for 
use with special audiences such as public health 





groups, visiting nurse associations, and parent- 
teacher organizations. Later, we want to have a 
short film which will visualize the activities 
of the research department. 


We have one more hope with regard to pictures, 


and that is that we shall be able to prepare a few 
child biographies, in the form of picture scrap | 
books, showing the development of individual chil- 
dren from the time they arrive until the time 

they leave. Anyone who has tried photographing 
small children knows how hard it is to have the 
camera, the light, and the child in the same place 
at the same time. Nevertheless, we are going to 
attempt a few such pictorial biographies. 


CHANGES IN STAFF TITLES. Some time ago it was 
announced that Miss Pogue was to be released 
from her duties as Residential Supervisor in 
order that she might devote most of her time to 
educating the professional and lay publics re- 
garding the need for a more active policy toward 
the care and training of visually~-handicapped 
babies and preschool children. Because of the 
fact that we did not know what title to give 
Miss Pogue she continued using her old one, and 
her successor in the house was called Head Nurse 
and Dietitian. Now that the results of Miss 
Pogue’s new work have shown the importance of its 
continuance, it seems necessary to do away with 
any ambiguities regarding her title and that of 
Miss Smith. Consequently, Miss Pogue will now 
be known as Extension Supervisor, and Miss Smith 
as Residential Supervisor. | | 


THE FAMILY. On October 4th, Miss Linda Neville 
brought to us another baby from Kentucky, this 

time a little girl just one year old who seems 

to be quite normal in every way. Just as soon 

as possible she is to have an eye operation 
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which may give her a little more sight. This 
little girl will be known in the News Letter as 
Linda because of the interest which Miss Neville 
has taken in her. 


Another child who will bs operated upon soon 
is Buddy, now twenty-one months old. Buddy al- 
ready has a little sight but it is hoped that 
through a series of operations he may be given 
more. 


Last May the News Letter spoke of a little 
boy by the name of Ray whose sight has improved 
so much that he can do at least sight-saving class 
work and possibly regular public school work. A 
few weeks ago Ray acquired his first pair of glass- 
es. He has had other exciting experiences, too, 
for he has celebrated his fifth birthday and has 
been attending public kindergarten. We are in- 
debted to Mr. Dougal, Superintendent of Summit 
Public Schools, Miss Freeland, the Principal of 
the Roosevelt School, and Miss Davis, the kinder- 
gartner there, for their willingness to give us 
this opportunity of seeing whether Ray can fit in 
with children in regular kindergarten. Ray’s chief 
problem now is not a visual one but one of speech. 
He is overcoming his organic speech handicap and 
can usually make himself understood by the children. 
Ray is profiting, obviously, by his experience with 
fully seeing children, but we are not sure yet that 
his presence in the class will not be too upsetting 
to the other children, The agency which is respon- 
sible for Ray is now arranging for his placement in 
a foster home. 


During this last month two of the children 
have had visits from their mothers: Cameron, whose 
mother comes from Pennsylvania, and Robbie, whose 
mother comes from South Jersey. Other parents have 
visited the children, of course, but these two 
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mothers have been able to stay for more than one 
day. 


Since we have only one guest room it is 
necessary for parents living at a distance to 
arrange with us ahead of time if they are coming © 
for an overnight visit. However, those who live 
nearby are frequent visitors at the Home and are | 
welcome at any time. | 


MISCELLANEOUS. In October the National Society 
for the Prevention of Blindness held its Annual 
Meeting in New York in connection with the meet- 
ings of the American Public Health Association. 
Representatives of the Arthur Home attended 
sessions of both meetings. 


Among our visitors of the month were Mr. 

D. J. Munn and Miss Mary Munn of Canada, and Miss 
Effie Mann of London, England. Mr. Munn is on 
the Board of the Quebec Branch of the Canadian 
National Institute for the Blind. His daughter, 
@ blind pianist who has received recognition in 
Kurope, has just had her American debut. Miss 
Mann, now Miss Munn’s secretary, has won distinction 
in opera. Her singing at the Home gave great 
pleasure both to the children and to the staff. 
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THE FAMILY. On October 24th, Robbie returned to 
his own home after being with us for a year. He 
will stay at home during the next few months in 
order to become well acquainted with his family 
before he leaves again for another school. In no 
child has a greater transformation taken place in 
such a short time as in Robbie, and we shall watch 
his future progress with interest. 


A little girl nineteen months old has just 
been admitted to the nursery. Rita has shown 
limited development thus far, but we are giving 
her a trial because of the fact that her lack of 
mental growth may be due to the presence of 
physical handicaps in addition to blindness. 


Dannie, our little redheaded Kentuckian, has 
learned how to walk alone at last. This accom- 
plishment, as well as the fact that he is learning 
to talk, keeps him laughing with gleeful self- 
satisfaction much of the time. 


Our other youngster from Kentucky, fourteen 
months old Linda, is proving to be a very normal 
baby. Our one problem with her is how to cure her 


of a “runny nose," for she must be well over this 
nasal condition before she can have a much needed 
operation on her eyes. Resently she has been given 
different tests by Dr. Ackerman, Dr. Carpenter and 
Dr. Davis, to see if the cause of the nasal dis- 
charge can be found, 













Another child who was supposed to have had an 
eye operation this Fall is twenty-two months old 
Buddy. However, since he is teething and has 
slightly swollen glands, his operation is being in-. 
definitely postponed. 


All of the babies are teething at the present 
time but they are being remarkably good natured | 
about it. 


On November 2, our Consultant in Neurology, 
Dr, Irving Pardee, visited the Home to examine a fey 
children about whom we felt the need of his advice. 
One of these children was three year old deaf-blind 
Bernice, who had been having an increasing number of 
convulsions which were epileptic in nature. For © 
three weeks before Dr. Pardee's visit, Bernice had — 
been receiving special attention away from the other 
children in a room of her own and had begun to show 
definite signs of development; also, she had had no 
convulsions from the time of her removal from the 
Other children. Dr. Pardee feels that the convul- 
sions must be secondary to some other condition and - 
do not need to be & cause for worry. He felt also 
that her visual and oral handicaps need not keep 
her from attaining a reasonable degree of development! 


Since Bernice has continued to show progress, 
Slight though it may be, and since it is now six 
weeks since she has had a convulsion, we shall con- | 
tinue our special program with Bernice. 


RESEARCH DEPARTMENT. In our research work we are 
most fortunate in having the active cooperation of 
the day nursery school at the Lighthouse for the 
Blind in New York, and of the kindergarten depart- 
ment of the Pennsylvania Institution for the In- 
struction of the Blind in Philadelphia. At the 
Lighthouse, we are able to obtain records on nurs- 
ery school children who live in their own homes, 
being taken to and from nursery school just as are 
seeing children. At the P.I.I.B., we can study 
children in the kindergarten who have come directly 
to the school without previous training. 


Dr. Fjeld and her assistant, Miss Rose Robertson, 
were at the P.I.I.B. mapping out our work there and 
taking the first set of records on the children, 

Other records will be obtained at three month inter- 
vals during the school year. 


Have you ever seen a blind child waving his 
hand vigorously in front of his eyes, rocking 
rhythmically back and forth, or twisting his. head 
monotonously from side to side? It is very easy for 
@ small blind or low-visioned child to develop such 
mannerisms, but it is by no means easy for him to 
Overcome them later in life. 


Many an intelligent and capable blind person 
has been refused a position because of some such 
mannerism which he had acquired in early childhood, 
but which in his adult life had become so automatic 
as to be beyond his control. There seems to be 
little doubt that most of these mannerisms develop 
because of the lack of more constructive activities 
which have an appeal for the children. One of the 
chief problems in the prevention and cure of manner- 
isms, therefore, lies in the further problem of find- 
ing play materials and activities which have as much 














appeal to babies without sight as do visual stimula- 
tions for children who see, There are instances, 
however, in which a mannerism develops because of 
a specific local irritation, such as a persistent 
itching or scratching in the eye. 


At the present time, we are initiating a study 
of the mannerisms which are practiced by the blind 
and partially-secing children with whom we are work- 
ing, so that we may have a written record for study 
which will serve as a check on the accuracy of our | 
general observations. We want to find out whether — 
some of these mannerisms group themselves together — 
as the result of one cause, whether they are limited 
to children with particular types of eye defects, © 
and whether they show any correlation with degree of 
intelligence. | 


ANNUAL REPORT. A copy of our Annual Report for May 
19386 to May 1937 has just been sent to everyone 
who receives the News Letter. If your copy has not) 
arrived, we shall be glad to send another one upon 
notification. Any reader of the News Letter desir- 
ing an additional copy may obtain one by writing to 
the Administrative Secretary. 
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HOLIDAY TIME, Since this letter must be multi- 
graphed by the 22nd of December only part of our 
Christmas festivities can be reported. The holi- 
day spirit has been manifesting itself at the Home 
for some time and the playthings, food, clothing, 
and money, which have been sent as gifts for the 
children, indicate a spirit of sympathetic interest 
which is very heartening. 


On Sunday afternoon, December nineteenth, the 
Arthur Home held Open House for its friends. Be- 
tween 175 and 200 people visited us, bringing with 
them a great many gifts. Probably the young people 
from the Faith Presbyterian Church of Irvington 
formed the largest single group. They brought with 
them many toys, some of which had been sent through 
them by the Irvington Fire Department. 


Because the children are so young, the oldest 
being only five, we were not at all sure of their 
ability to carry through the little program which 
they had prepared. However, they responded like 


regular actors to the stimulus of a sympathetic 


audience and were a credit to themselves and to us. 
In the main house the children did their rhythms, 





sang their little songs and had their rhythm band; 
and in the dining room, coffee and tea were served 
for the guests. In the staff house, Miss Ivins 
showed colored moving pictures of the childrens’ 
activities. | | 


This week three groups of pupils from the 
Summit Junior High School have brought presents 
and "treats"; and The Sextet, a musical group in 
the Senior High School, is to entertain the chil- 
dren. 


Our holiday season really began shortly before 
Thanksgiving when many womens’ clubs, public and 
private schools, and individuals sent us literally 
truck loads of food, most of it being canned goods. 
These donations are a very real help in reducing 
our food bills. One load was a present from the 
Millburn and Springfield Schools and from the 
Millburn Sunshine Society. At Thanksgiving time 
the Brayton School, a local primary school, has an 
apple shower for the Arthur Home, each child bring- 
ing one apple. This same school has invited our 3 
children to their Christmas party for the last four 
years. : 


Different groups at the Kent Place School have 
shown interest in the children at both holidays. 
For two years at Christmas time, the lower school 
has given money for some particular equipment neede 
by our older children. Last year this money bought 
rhythm band equipment and this year it makes pos- 
Sible the purchase of wood-working materials. 


RESEARCH DEPARTMENT. . For some time we have felt 
the need of a publication to inform psychologists, 
doctors, and other interested people about the 





present work of our research department and about 
the studies which we have in prospect. In order 
to meet this need, Dr. Harriett Fjeld has prepared 
@& report which will be issued in pamphlet form dur- 
ing January. 


Before the end of December we anticipate a 
visit from Mrs. Dorothy Bradway, who has had a 
great deal of experience in the administration of 
the Vineland Social Maturity Scale to the physi- 
cally handicapped. Some of her work has been with 
the blind of school age at Overbrook, We feel sure 
that Mrs. Bradway can help us solve our problems 
in the use of the Scale with our preschool group. 


THE FAMILY. With the onset of cold weather it has 
been necessary for us to move little Bernice, who 
is aurally as well as visually handicapped, from 
the sun porch where she had been leading the simple 
quiet life which she needs to a warmer section of 
the house. Bernice still has a whole room to her- 
self and, to the casual observer, she would seem to. 
be in as quiet an environment as before. However, 
in her present room many more vibrations can be 
felt from the rest of the house and some of them 
appear to disturb her. Nevertheless she is contin- 
ving to show some development. 


On December 12 five-year-old Marcia returned 
to her home in another state. Marcia is a little 
girl who seemed to us last summer to be developing 
a brain tumor. Now it seems more likely that she 
is suffering from a degeneration of the tissues in 
one part of her brain. Although she is very diffi- 
cult to manage, her mother is anxious to see if she 
can take care of her at home before a definite de- 
cision is made about placing her in an institution. 





. 


Possibly the readers of the News Letter will 
remember little Gwen who has become a member of a 
local family. A short time ago, Gwen paid a visit 
to Dr. Berens who had operated on her eyes twice 
in the hope of giving her a little sight. At this 
visit he was able to tell her foster parents that 
there is a possibility of giving her some vision 
later through @ corneal graft. 


We have heard that six-year-old Joan, who left 
us for a trial in the Overbrook School for the 
Blind, Philadelphia, is being transferred to the 
Royer-Greaves School, a residential institution 
which specializes in the care of blind children who 
present developmental problems, 


GHOGRAPHICAL DISTRIBUTION. Since the first of May 
Our correspondence service has reached children in 
sixteen different states, and during this time, we 
have had children in residence at the Home from 

nine states and one foreign country. Although the 
number of children we admit to the Home is now lim- | 
ited to approximately fifteen, the influence of the 
Home continues to be felt over a wide territory. 
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AN UNUSUAL CAUSE OF BLINDNESS, In the course of 
time the Arthur Home will have accumulated informa- 
tion on unique causes of blindness in young children 
which should be of great value to students of the 
eye, to neurologists, and to educators of the blind. 
Our experience indicates that the sum-total of these 
rare types of blindness accounts for a larger per- 
centage of eye defects in infants than has been sup- 
posed heretofore, As a matter of fact, in some of 
these cases we cannot be sure even of the diagnosis 
of the actual eye condition in such young babies, to 
gay nothing of being able to trace the conditions to 
their fundamental cause. No one ophthalmologist has 
an opportunity to see enough cases of a specific type 
to make possible a study of them. 


The particular eye defect which I have in mind 
at the moment is that of a complete lack of develop- 
ment of the eyeballs. Many outstanding ophthalmolo- 
gists have never had an Opportunity of seeing such 
acass. Yet in our files are records of ten children 
born without eyes, seven of whom are under school 


age. 


Although guesses can be made with regard +0 
this lack of eye development, no one really knows 


what prenatal condition is responsible, Neither can 
one be dogmatic regarding the possibility of mental 

' development in a child born without eyes until he is 
two or three, or even four years old. There is a 
general assumption that such a child must be feeble- 
minded because of the important part which the eyes 
and the optic nerve tract play in the development of 
the human brain. However, we have definite knowledge 
of at least four children who are definitely educable,. 
and at least one of these is doing creditable work in — 
a school for the blind. . 


From the point of view of prevention of blind- 
ness, 1+ would be of great value if every known case 
of this sort could be thoroughly studied by one 
trained ophthalmologist in order that light might be 
thrown upon the prenatal conditions causing the eye 
anomaly. We ourselves would like to know what per- 
centage of these children are educable, so as to 
eliminate all possibility in the future of having 
some such child wrongly committed to a school for 
the feeble-minded. 


RESEARCH DEPARTMENT. At the end of December, Mrs. 
Dorothy Bradway spent part of two days at the Arthur 
Home helping us in our use of the Vineland Social 
Maturity Scale, toward the preparation of which she 
had contributed much, We deeply appreciate Mrs, . 
Bradway’s giving us this time out of her brief vaca-— 
tion. 


January has been an unusually busy month from 
the point of view of record-taking. Record-taking 
on longitudinal studies is bound to be time-consuming 
and exhausting to the recorder. However, this is an — 
unavoidable aspect of fundamental research work, and 
our staff understands this fact so well that they 
accept the strain cheerfully. 





The report on the present work and the future 
plans of the Research Department has been completed 
and plans are now being made for its publication. 


THE FAMILY. On the 7th of this month, 15-months 

Linda from Kentucky was operated on by Dr, Berens in 
order to give her a little more sight. To our sur- 
prise Linda was ready to be discharged from the Hos- 
pital at the end of four days with the eye entirely 
healed, testimony to the operative skill of Dr. Berens, 
the thoughtfulness of the hospital staff, and the per- 
sonal care of Miss Linda Neville, who came from 
Kentucky to stay in the Hospital with her little name- 
sake. 


Twenty-four months old Buddy was supposed to 
have had an eye operation at the same time as Linda’s 
but instead had to have a tonsillectomy. 


Rita, who came to us at the age of 19 months and 
who proved to be no child for us to keep, has been at 
the Babies Hospital in New York for four weeks where 
a complete study has been made of her abnormal physi- 
cal development. Her coming to the Home has at least 
extended our medical knowledge through experience in 
working with her and through the Hospital study made 
possible by Dr. H. B. Wilcox, Rita has been trans- 
‘ferred to another institution. 


PUBLIC RELATIONS. While Miss Neville was in New York 
she was on the radio twice and on both broadcasts the 
Arthur Home was mentioned. The first time, she re- 
ported on Gabriel Heatter’s "We the People” program 
to Linda’s mother on the results of the operation. 
The second broadcast consisted of an interview by Bob 
Trout on Miss Neville’s work in Kentucky. 


During the month of December approximately three 
hundred people visited the Arthur Home. 


MISCELLANEOUS. Soon after New Year's Day we received 
an unexpected visit from Dr. Harry Best, Head of the 
Department of Sociology at the University of Kentucky. 
His encyclopedic work "The Blind" has been a standard 
reference book for many years. 


Last year. the Director reported on research work 
pertaining to blind children of school age for a 
Committees of the International Council for Exceptional — 
Children. This report has just been published in a 7 
special issue of the Journal of Exceptional Children 
(January 1938), together with summaries of reports © 
representing other fields of work for exceptional 
children. 


The student in training from Connecticut, Miss 
Gertrude DeLeo, is to remain with us for a second 
semester of work and study. 


We have been asked to send information to an 
educator in the Republic of Panama whose little niece 
is blind. ) 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS. During the first year of its 
existence the News Letter has been given an un- 
expectedly cordial reception, not only by profes- 
sional workers for the blind but by readers in- 
terested in other fields of activity. Originally 
the Letter was intended merely to keep the close 
friends of the Arthur Home informed of its activ- 
ities, and it was supposed that there would be a 
circulation of not more than one hundred, At the 
present time there is a mailed circulation of ap- 
proximately four hundred. Many unsolicited let- 
ters expressing appreciation of the News Letter 
have come to us during the course of the year. It 
is with great regret, therefore, that we announce 
its discontinuance for an indefinite period of time. 


It is with even greater regret that we announce 
the discontinuance, temporarily, of the residential 
unit of the Arthur Home, This move has been made 
necessary because of a lack of cash resulting from 
the present depression, We are trying now to make 
provision for the children who still remain with us. 
Some of them would have left us anyway because of 
the fact we had nothing further to offer them. 


Also, we had definitely come to the decision that 
a small unit of approximately six children would 
be a more satisfactory number to deal with than 
would a larger group. It is the six children we 
had planned to keep for whom we should like to 
make adequate provision. 


It is our wish that we might be provided the 
money to place these six children in high-grade 
foster homes located as near as possible to the 
Arthur Home plant. Some of these children need to 
remain near New York so that their eye conditions 
may be watched, since there is a possibility of 
increased vision in the future for more than one 
of them. Such a foster home arrangement would 
make it possible for us to guarantee to this little 
group of youngsters the happy and healthy preschool 
years which play such an unusually important part 
in the future welfare of visually-handicapped chil- 
dren. Furthermore, such a group would furnish the 
basis for & new residential unit if it seemed ad- 
visable to start another one, $4,000 would provide 
excellent foster home care, close supervision, and 
adequate medical care and hospitalization for these 
children. 


The Research program as well as a certain 
amount of Extension work will be continued. Since 
the offices will be located on the grounds of the 
Arthur Home, there is no change in address. 


RESBHARCH DEPARTMENT. Some time during March the 
article, "Why a Program of Research on Preschool 
Blind Children," by Dr. Harriet Fjeld and the 
Director will appear in the Journal of Psychology. 





A few reprints will be available and we shall be 
glad to send them out free, one to a person, upon 
request as long as the supply lasts. This reprint 
not only tells of the work which the Arthur Home 
has been conducting during the last three years, 
but it discusses many of the additional problems 
which call for research in the psychology and edu- 
cation of the young blind child. 


EMERGENCY ADVISORY COMMITTEE. Because of the fact 
that we are still convinced of the value of the 
Arthur Home's program during the last three and a 
half years, an Emergency Advisory Committee has 
been appointed to consider the numerous problems 
of the Home as an organization and to help it 
chart its future course. 


The membership of this Committee is as fol- 
lows: Mr. George F. Meyer, Chairman, Dr. Frank 
Kingdon, Mrs. Jack Meyer, Mr. Robert B. Irwin, and 
Mr. Stetson K. Ryan. Dr. Kingdon is President of 
Newark University and has been actively interested 
in social work for a long time. Mrs. Jack Meyer 
has been on the Board cof the New Jersey Commission 
for the Blind, and for many years has been deeply 
interested in all phases of work for the visually 
handicapped, The other three Committee members 
are so outstanding in professional work for the 
blind that they are known to everyone in this field. 


The first meeting of the Committee is to be 
held on Friday, February 25th. 


CORRESPONDENCE SERVICE. Recently two letters have 
come from parents in our Correspondence Service 


expressing great appreciation for the help we have 
been able to give them. In one of these instances 
we were able to guide the parents to a University 
Medical School Hospital where their child could be 
given the special glandular treatment he needed. 
Their little boy is now making real progress and 
they have been given such an understanding of his 
case that they are able to guide him properly. 





Another parent has written for help after hear- 
ing about us through a mother who is already in our @ 
Correspondence Service. 


The Correspondence Service is one branch of thea | 
Extension work which we shall make every effort to — 
continue. In spite of the fact that no service by 
correspondence can take the place of personal gui- 
dance, nevertheless through letter writing we do seen 
to have brought help into many homes throughout the ~ 
country. 
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